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it rendered it impossible for France to exert Ji^r full
strength; it left the State crippled by the constant
recurrence of internal disturbance. It was J5_iche-
lieu's firm resolve that the anarchy of misrule stiould
be succeeded by the order of a vigorous Government,
that he would have peace at home, that the soil of
France should not be devastated by civil war, and
that both prince and Protestant should in the future
yield an unhesitating obedience to the comma.n,ds of
the central authority.

Of the problemsJtie had to meet, none was more
serious than the proper treatment of the Huguenot
party. During the sixteenth century, dissent" from
the Catholic Church had spread in France with the
same rapidity as in many parts of Europe. It was
in the southern portions of the kingdom tbtat the
reformed faith made the greatest progress. Wli ether
the tendency to new doctrines which had developed
in the former dominions of the counts of Toulouse
still remained in the population of Southern France,
whether dissent found a soil prepared for it in the
descendants of Albigenses and Troubadours, and
flourished among the sunny fields and olive trees of
Languedoc and Provence, the adherents of tine new
creed in many districts were in the majority- Dis-
sent existed in the north as well as In the SOUL til, but
in the northern provinces the bulk of the population
was Catholic,

Though the great majority of the Frencrx people
remained constant to their traditional faltfo, the
House of Navarre was Protestant, and the accession
of Henry IV. to the throne excited in the Protestant hunting-lodge to another in search ofsolicitations of hisore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
